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This selection of stories provides the context for Jesus being the 
long-awaited Saviour of the world. 

C1 Creation 

Genesis 1:1-25 Creation 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth 
was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, 
and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  

 

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  God saw that 
the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness.  God 
called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the first day. 

 

And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate 
water from water.” So God made the vault and separated the water 
under the vault from the water above it. And it was so. God called the 
vault “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the 
second day. 

 

 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, 
and let dry ground appear.” And it was so.  God called the dry ground 
“land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it 
was good. 

Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants 
and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their 
various kinds.” And it was so.  The land produced vegetation: plants 
bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed 
in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.  And there 
was evening, and there was morning—the third day. 

 



And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the 
day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, 
and days and years,  and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give 
light on the earth.” And it was so.  God made two great lights—the 
greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. 
He also made the stars.  God set them in the vault of the sky to give 
light on the earth,  to govern the day and the night, and to separate 
light from darkness. And God saw that it was good.  And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the fourth day. 

 

And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the vault of the sky.”  So God created the great 
creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water teems 
and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged 
bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed 
them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in 
the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. 

 

And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their 
kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the 
wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. God made the 
wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their 
kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to 
their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 

C2 God Made Humankind 

Genesis 2:4-25 God Made Humankind 

This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created, when the Lord God made the earth and the heavens. 

 

Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet 
sprung up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and there 



was no one to work the ground, but streams came up from the earth 
and watered the whole surface of the ground. Then the Lord God 
formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 

 

Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there 
he put the man he had formed. The Lord God made all kinds of trees 
grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good 
for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil. 

 

A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was 
separated into four headwaters. The name of the first is the Pishon; it 
winds through the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold. (The gold 
of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.) The name 
of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of 
Cush. The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side 
of Ashur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 

 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work 
it and take care of it. And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are 
free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you 
will certainly die.” 

 

The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a 
helper suitable for him.” Now the Lord God had formed out of the 
ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the sky. He brought them 
to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man 
called each living creature, that was its name. So the man gave names 
to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals. 

 



But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So the Lord God caused the 
man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of 
the man’s ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord 
God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he 
brought her to the man. 

 

The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she 
shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” That is why a 
man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they 
become one flesh. 

 

Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 

C3 Man and woman eat the fruit 

Genesis 3:1-13 Man and woman eat the fruit 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord 
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must 
not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

 

 

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the 
garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in 
the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ” 

 

“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God 
knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

 

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and 
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 
some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, 



and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 
realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 
coverings for themselves. 

 

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord 
God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, 
“Where are you?” He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was 
afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” And he said, “Who told you that 
you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you 
not to eat from?” The man said, “The woman you put here with me—
she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” Then the Lord God 
said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, 
“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

C4 God’s curses 

By now the group should be inviting others to join in. 

Genesis 3:14-24 God’s curses 

So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 
“Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl 
on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring a and 
hers; he will crush  your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 

To the woman he said, “I will make your pains in childbearing very 
severe; with painful labor you will give birth to children. Your desire will 
be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” 

 

To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from 
the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ 
“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat 
food from it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles 
for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your 



brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it 
you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 

 

Adam  named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of 
all the living. 

 

The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed 
them. And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of us, 
knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand 
and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” So the Lord 
God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from 
which he had been taken. After he drove the man out, he placed on the 
east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing 
back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 

C5 God regrets his creation 

Genesis 6:5-8 God regrets his creation  

The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become 
on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human 
heart was only evil all the time. The Lord regretted that he had made 
human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled.  

 

So the Lord said, “I will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I 
have created—and with them the animals, the birds and the creatures 
that move along the ground—for I regret that I have made them.” But 
Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 

C6 God saves Noah and his family 

Genesis 6:9-8:14 God saves Noah and his family 

This is the account of Noah and his family. 

 



Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, 
and he walked faithfully with God. Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham 
and Japheth. 

 

Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. God 
saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had 
corrupted their ways. So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to 
all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am 
surely going to destroy both them and the earth. So make yourself an 
ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and 
out. This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be three hundred cubits 
long, fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high. Make a roof for it, leaving 
below the roof an opening one cubit high all around. Put a door in the 
side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks. I am going to 
bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, 
every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will 
perish. But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the 
ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. 
You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and 
female, to keep them alive with you. Two of every kind of bird, of every 
kind of animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the 
ground will come to you to be kept alive. You are to take every kind of 
food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.” 

 

Noah did everything just as God commanded him. 

 

The Lord then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole 
family, because I have found you righteous in this generation. Take with 
you seven pairs of every kind of clean animal, a male and its mate, and 
one pair of every kind of unclean animal, a male and its mate, and also 
seven pairs of every kind of bird, male and female, to keep their various 
kinds alive throughout the earth. Seven days from now I will send rain 
on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the 
face of the earth every living creature I have made.” 



 

And Noah did all that the Lord commanded him. 

 

Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came on the 
earth. And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered 
the ark to escape the waters of the flood. Pairs of clean and unclean 
animals, of birds and of all creatures that move along the ground, male 
and female, came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had commanded 
Noah. And after the seven days the floodwaters came on the earth. 

 

In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the 
second month—on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, 
and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. And rain fell on the 
earth forty days and forty nights. 

 

On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together 
with his wife and the wives of his three sons, entered the ark. They had 
with them every wild animal according to its kind, all livestock according 
to their kinds, every creature that moves along the ground according to 
its kind and every bird according to its kind, everything with wings. Pairs 
of all creatures that have the breath of life in them came to Noah and 
entered the ark. The animals going in were male and female of every 
living thing, as God had commanded Noah. Then the Lord shut him in. 

 

For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters 
increased they lifted the ark high above the earth. The waters rose and 
increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the 
water. They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under 
the entire heavens were covered. The waters rose and covered the 
mountains to a depth of more than fifteen cubits. Every living thing that 
moved on land perished—birds, livestock, wild animals, all the 
creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind. Everything on dry 
land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died. Every living thing on 



the face of the earth was wiped out; people and animals and the 
creatures that move along the ground and the birds were wiped from 
the earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. 

 

The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days. 

 

But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock 
that were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and 
the waters receded. Now the springs of the deep and the floodgates of 
the heavens had been closed, and the rain had stopped falling from the 
sky. The water receded steadily from the earth. At the end of the 
hundred and fifty days the water had gone down, and on the 
seventeenth day of the seventh month the ark came to rest on the 
mountains of Ararat. The waters continued to recede until the tenth 
month, and on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the 
mountains became visible. 

 

After forty days Noah opened a window he had made in the ark and 
sent out a raven, and it kept flying back and forth until the water had 
dried up from the earth. Then he sent out a dove to see if the water had 
receded from the surface of the ground. But the dove could find 
nowhere to perch because there was water over all the surface of the 
earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached out his hand and 
took the dove and brought it back to himself in the ark. He waited seven 
more days and again sent out the dove from the ark. When the dove 
returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked 
olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth. 
He waited seven more days and sent the dove out again, but this time it 
did not return to him. 

 

By the first day of the first month of Noah’s six hundred and first year, 
the water had dried up from the earth. Noah then removed the 
covering from the ark and saw that the surface of the ground was dry. 



By the twenty-seventh day of the second month the earth was 
completely dry. 

C7 God’s covenant with Noah 

One of the group members should now start leading the group. 

Genesis 8:15-9:17 God’s covenant with Noah 

Then God said to Noah, “Come out of the ark, you and your wife and 
your sons and their wives. Bring out every kind of living creature that is 
with you—the birds, the animals, and all the creatures that move along 
the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and 
increase in number on it.” 

 

So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ 
wives. All the animals and all the creatures that move along the ground 
and all the birds—everything that moves on land—came out of the ark, 
one kind after another. 

 

Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and, taking some of all the clean 
animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. The Lord 
smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: “Never again will I 
curse the ground because of humans, even though every inclination of 
the human heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy 
all living creatures, as I have done. 

 

“As long as the earth endures, 

seedtime and harvest, 

cold and heat, 

summer and winter, 

day and night 

will never cease.” 



 

Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and 
increase in number and fill the earth. The fear and dread of you will fall 
on all the beasts of the earth, and on all the birds in the sky, on every 
creature that moves along the ground, and on all the fish in the sea; 
they are given into your hands. Everything that lives and moves about 
will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you 
everything. 

 

“But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it. And for your 
lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I will demand an 
accounting from every animal. And from each human being, too, I will 
demand an accounting for the life of another human being. 

 

“Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; 

for in the image of God has God made mankind. 

 

As for you, be fruitful and increase in number; multiply on the earth and 
increase upon it.” 

 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: “I now establish my 
covenant with you and with your descendants after you and with every 
living creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock and all the 
wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you—every living 
creature on earth. I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all 
life be destroyed by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a 
flood to destroy the earth.” 

 

And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me 
and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all 
generations to come: I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be 
the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. Whenever I bring 



clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will 
remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of 
every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all 
life. Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living 
creatures of every kind on the earth.” 

 

So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant I have established 
between me and all life on the earth.” 

C8 God’s covenant with Abraham 

Genesis 12:1-8, 15:1-6, 17:1-7 God’s covenant with 
Abraham 

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and 
your father’s household to the land I will show you. 

 

“I will make you into a great nation, 

    and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, 

    and you will be a blessing. 

I will bless those who bless you, 

    and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth 

    will be blessed through you.” 

 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. He took 
his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated 
and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the 
land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 



 

Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of 
Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. The 
Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this 
land.” So he built an altar there to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 

 

(15:1-6) 

After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be 
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.” 

 

But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain 
childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my 
household will be my heir.” 

 

Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir, 
but a son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” He took 
him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed 
you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 

 

Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 

 

17:1-7 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and 
said, “I am God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 
Then I will make my covenant between me and you and will greatly 
increase your numbers.” 

 

Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, “As for me, this is my 
covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. No longer 
will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made 



you a father of many nations. I will make you very fruitful; I will make 
nations of you, and kings will come from you. I will establish my 
covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your 
descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and 
the God of your descendants after you. 

C9 Abraham gives his son as an offering 

Genesis 22:1-19 Abraham gives his son as an offering 

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 

 

“Here I am,” he replied. 

 

Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—
and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering 
on a mountain I will show you.” 

 

Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took 
with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough 
wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him 
about. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the 
distance. He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and 
the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to 
you.” 

 

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son 
Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them 
went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, 
“Father?” 

 

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 

 



“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the 
burnt offering?” 

 

Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 
offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together. 

 

When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built 
an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and 
laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he reached out his hand 
and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the Lord called out to 
him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 

 

“Here I am,” he replied. 

 

“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. 
Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me 
your son, your only son.” 

 

Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its 
horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt 
offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place The Lord Will 
Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be 
provided.” 

 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time and 
said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done 
this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless 
you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and 
as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of 
the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on 
earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.” 

 



Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set off together for 
Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in Beersheba. 

C10 God spares his people 

The apprentice should now leave the group to carry on. The new leader 
should be coached by the apprentice. 

Exodus 12:1-28 God spares his people 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This month is to be for you 
the first month, the first month of your year. Tell the whole community 
of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb 
for his family, one for each household. If any household is too small for 
a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having 
taken into account the number of people there are. You are to 
determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each 
person will eat. The animals you choose must be year-old males without 
defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. Take care 
of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the members 
of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then they 
are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the 
doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. That same night 
they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, 
and bread made without yeast. Do not eat the meat raw or boiled in 
water, but roast it over a fire—with the head, legs and internal organs. 
Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must 
burn it. This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your 
belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in 
haste; it is the Lord’s Passover. 

 

“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every 
firstborn of both people and animals, and I will bring judgment on all 
the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. The blood will be a sign for you on the 
houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. 
No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. 

 



“This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come 
you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord—a lasting ordinance. For 
seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast. On the first day 
remove the yeast from your houses, for whoever eats anything with 
yeast in it from the first day through the seventh must be cut off from 
Israel. On the first day hold a sacred assembly, and another one on the 
seventh day. Do no work at all on these days, except to prepare food for 
everyone to eat; that is all you may do. 

 

“Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread, because it was on this 
very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this day as 
a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. In the first month you 
are to eat bread made without yeast, from the evening of the 
fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first day. For seven days 
no yeast is to be found in your houses. And anyone, whether foreigner 
or native-born, who eats anything with yeast in it must be cut off from 
the community of Israel. Eat nothing made with yeast. Wherever you 
live, you must eat unleavened bread.” 

 

Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at 
once and select the animals for your families and slaughter the Passover 
lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put 
some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. None 
of you shall go out of the door of your house until morning. When the 
Lord goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the 
blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over that 
doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and 
strike you down. 

 

“Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your 
descendants. When you enter the land that the Lord will give you as he 
promised, observe this ceremony. And when your children ask you, 
‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ then tell them, ‘It is the 
Passover sacrifice to the Lord, who passed over the houses of the 
Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down the 



Egyptians.’” Then the people bowed down and worshiped. The Israelites 
did just what the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron. 

C11 The commands of God 

Exodus 20:1-21 The commands of God 

And God spoke all these words: 

 

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land 
of slavery. 

 

“You shall have no other gods before me. 

 

“You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in 
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall 
not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a 
jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the 
third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to 
a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 

 

“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will 
not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

 

“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor 
and do all your work, but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your 
God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or 
daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any 
foreigner residing in your towns. For in six days the Lord made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on 
the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made 
it holy. 



 

“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the 
land the Lord your God is giving you. 

 

“You shall not murder. 

 

“You shall not commit adultery. 

 

“You shall not steal. 

 

“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

 

When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet 
and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed 
at a distance and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. 
But do not have God speak to us or we will die.” 

 

Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, 
so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.” 

 

The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick 
darkness where God was. 



C12 The sin offering 

Leviticus 4:1-35 The sin offering 

The Lord said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites: ‘When anyone sins 
unintentionally and does what is forbidden in any of the Lord’s 
commands— 

 

“‘If the anointed priest sins, bringing guilt on the people, he must bring 
to the Lord a young bull without defect as a sin offering for the sin he 
has committed. He is to present the bull at the entrance to the tent of 
meeting before the Lord. He is to lay his hand on its head and slaughter 
it there before the Lord. Then the anointed priest shall take some of the 
bull’s blood and carry it into the tent of meeting. He is to dip his finger 
into the blood and sprinkle some of it seven times before the Lord, in 
front of the curtain of the sanctuary. The priest shall then put some of 
the blood on the horns of the altar of fragrant incense that is before the 
Lord in the tent of meeting. The rest of the bull’s blood he shall pour 
out at the base of the altar of burnt offering at the entrance to the tent 
of meeting. He shall remove all the fat from the bull of the sin 
offering—all the fat that is connected to the internal organs, both 
kidneys with the fat on them near the loins, and the long lobe of the 
liver, which he will remove with the kidneys— just as the fat is removed 
from the ox sacrificed as a fellowship offering. Then the priest shall burn 
them on the altar of burnt offering. But the hide of the bull and all its 
flesh, as well as the head and legs, the internal organs and the 
intestines— that is, all the rest of the bull—he must take outside the 
camp to a place ceremonially clean, where the ashes are thrown, and 
burn it there in a wood fire on the ash heap. 

 

“‘If the whole Israelite community sins unintentionally and does what is 
forbidden in any of the Lord’s commands, even though the community 
is unaware of the matter, when they realize their guilt and the sin they 
committed becomes known, the assembly must bring a young bull as a 
sin offering and present it before the tent of meeting. The elders of the 
community are to lay their hands on the bull’s head before the Lord, 



and the bull shall be slaughtered before the Lord. Then the anointed 
priest is to take some of the bull’s blood into the tent of meeting. He 
shall dip his finger into the blood and sprinkle it before the Lord seven 
times in front of the curtain. He is to put some of the blood on the 
horns of the altar that is before the Lord in the tent of meeting. The rest 
of the blood he shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering 
at the entrance to the tent of meeting. He shall remove all the fat from 
it and burn it on the altar, and do with this bull just as he did with the 
bull for the sin offering. In this way the priest will make atonement for 
the community, and they will be forgiven. Then he shall take the bull 
outside the camp and burn it as he burned the first bull. This is the sin 
offering for the community. 

 

“‘When a leader sins unintentionally and does what is forbidden in any 
of the commands of the Lord his God, when he realizes his guilt and the 
sin he has committed becomes known, he must bring as his offering a 
male goat without defect. He is to lay his hand on the goat’s head and 
slaughter it at the place where the burnt offering is slaughtered before 
the Lord. It is a sin offering. Then the priest shall take some of the blood 
of the sin offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of 
burnt offering and pour out the rest of the blood at the base of the 
altar. He shall burn all the fat on the altar as he burned the fat of the 
fellowship offering. In this way the priest will make atonement for the 
leader’s sin, and he will be forgiven. 

 

“‘If any member of the community sins unintentionally and does what is 
forbidden in any of the Lord’s commands, when they realize their guilt 
and the sin they have committed becomes known, they must bring as 
their offering for the sin they committed a female goat without defect. 
They are to lay their hand on the head of the sin offering and slaughter 
it at the place of the burnt offering. Then the priest is to take some of 
the blood with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt 
offering and pour out the rest of the blood at the base of the altar. They 
shall remove all the fat, just as the fat is removed from the fellowship 
offering, and the priest shall burn it on the altar as an aroma pleasing to 



the Lord. In this way the priest will make atonement for them, and they 
will be forgiven. 

 

“‘If someone brings a lamb as their sin offering, they are to bring a 
female without defect. They are to lay their hand on its head and 
slaughter it for a sin offering at the place where the burnt offering is 
slaughtered. Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin 
offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt 
offering and pour out the rest of the blood at the base of the altar. They 
shall remove all the fat, just as the fat is removed from the lamb of the 
fellowship offering, and the priest shall burn it on the altar on top of the 
food offerings presented to the Lord. In this way the priest will make 
atonement for them for the sin they have committed, and they will be 
forgiven. 

C13 God’s righteous servant 

Isaiah 53 God’s righteous servant 

Who has believed our message 

    and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 

He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 

    and like a root out of dry ground. 

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 

Like one from whom people hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

 

Surely he took up our pain 

    and bore our suffering, 



yet we considered him punished by God, 

    stricken by him, and afflicted. 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 

    and by his wounds we are healed. 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

    each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the Lord has laid on him 

    the iniquity of us all. 

 

He was oppressed and afflicted, 

    yet he did not open his mouth; 

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 

    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 

By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 

    Yet who of his generation protested? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living; 

    for the transgression of my people he was punished. 

He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 

    and with the rich in his death, 

though he had done no violence, 

    nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

 

Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 



    and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin, 

he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 

    and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. 

After he has suffered, 

    he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 

    and he will bear their iniquities. 

Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, 

    and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 

because he poured out his life unto death, 

    and was numbered with the transgressors. 

For he bore the sin of many, 

    and made intercession for the transgressors. 

C14 Jesus is born 

Luke 1:26-38, 2:1-20 Jesus is born 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel 
to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a 
man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you.” 

 

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of 
greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and give birth 
to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne 
of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; 
his kingdom will never end.” 



 

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

 

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will 
be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a 
child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in 
her sixth month. For no word from God will ever fail.” 

 

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be 
fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 

 

2:1-20 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 
taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took 
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to 
their own town to register. 

 

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and 
line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to 
be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, 
the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 
because there was no guest room available for them. 

 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that 
will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 



sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 

 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, 

 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

 

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 
lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word 
concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard 
it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured 
up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard 
and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

C15 Jesus is baptized 

Matthew 3 Jesus is baptized 

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 

 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

    make straight paths for him.’” 



 

John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt 
around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. People went out 
to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the 
Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River. 

 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to 
where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping 
with repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise 
up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and 
every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 

 

“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who 
is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the 
barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But 
John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do 
you come to me?” 

 

Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then John consented. 

 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that 
moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is 
my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 



 

John 1:29-34 The Lamb of God 

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is the one I 
meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me 
because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but the reason I 
came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” 

 

Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from 
heaven as a dove and remain on him. And I myself did not know him, 
but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on 
whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will 
baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I testify that this is God’s 
Chosen One.” 

C16 Jesus is tested 

Matthew 4:1-11 Jesus is tested 

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil. After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The 
tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these 
stones to become bread.” 

 

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on 
every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the 
highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw 
yourself down. For it is written: 

 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 

    and they will lift you up in their hands, 



    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

 

Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to 
the test.’” 

 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all 
the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” 
he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 

 

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve him only.’” 

 

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

C17 Jesus and the religious leader 

John 3:1-21 Nicodemus 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a 
member of the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For 
no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

 

Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 
unless they are born again.” 

 

“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. 
“Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to 
be born!” 

 



Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of 
God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to 
flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at 
my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it 
pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 

 

“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

 

“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these 
things? Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify 
to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 
I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then 
will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. Just 
as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must 
be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 

 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God 
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they 
have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. This is the 
verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness 
instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil 
hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds 
will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so 
that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in 
the sight of God. 



C18 Jesus and the Samaritan woman 

John 4:4-26, 39-42 The Woman at the Well 

Now Jesus had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria 
called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat 
down by the well. It was about noon. 

 

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will 
you give me a drink?” (His disciples had gone into the town to buy 
food.) 

 

The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan 
woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate 
with Samaritans.) 

 

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks 
you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you 
living water.” 

 

“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is 
deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our 
father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also 
his sons and his livestock?” 

 

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 
but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the 
water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.” 

 

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get 
thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” 



 

He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 

 

“I have no husband,” she replied. 

 

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 
The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is 
not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 

 

“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors 
worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where 
we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 

 

“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You 
Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do 
know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now 
come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and 
in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is 
spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 

 

The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When 
he comes, he will explain everything to us.” 

 

Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 

 

John 4:39-42 

Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the 
woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” So when the 
Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he 



stayed two days. And because of his words many more became 
believers. 

 

They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what 
you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man 
really is the Savior of the world.” 

C19 Jesus and the paralyzed man 

Luke 5:17-26 The man lowered through the roof 

One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law 
were sitting there. They had come from every village of Galilee and 
from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with Jesus to 
heal the sick. Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and 
tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. When they 
could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they went up on 
the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle 
of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. 

 

When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 

 

The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to 
themselves, “Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can 
forgive sins but God alone?” 

 

Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you thinking 
these things in your hearts? Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But I want you to know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the 
paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 
Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he had been lying 
on and went home praising God. Everyone was amazed and gave praise 



to God. They were filled with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable 
things today.” 

C20 Jesus calms the storm 

Mark 4:35-41 Jesus calms the storm 

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to 
the other side.” Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as 
he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. A furious 
squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was 
nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The 
disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we 
drown?” 

 

He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” 
Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. 

 

He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no 
faith?” 

 

They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind 
and the waves obey him!” 

C21 Jesus and the man with evil spirits 

Mark 5:1-20 Legion with evil spirits 

They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. When Jesus 
got out of the boat, a man with an impure spirit came from the tombs 
to meet him. This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him 
anymore, not even with a chain. For he had often been chained hand 
and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. 
No one was strong enough to subdue him. Night and day among the 
tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones. 



 

When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front 
of him. He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, 
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God’s name don’t torture me!” For 
Jesus had said to him, “Come out of this man, you impure spirit!” 

 

Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 

 

“My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we are many.” And he begged 
Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area. 

 

A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. The demons 
begged Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them.” He 
gave them permission, and the impure spirits came out and went into 
the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the 
steep bank into the lake and were drowned. 

 

Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and 
countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened. When 
they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the 
legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they 
were afraid. Those who had seen it told the people what had happened 
to the demon-possessed man—and told about the pigs as well. Then 
the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region. 

 

As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-
possessed begged to go with him. Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go 
home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done 
for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” So the man went away and 
began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all 
the people were amazed. 



C22 Jesus raises a man from the dead 

John 11:1-44 Lazarus raised form the dead 

Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village 
of Mary and her sister Martha. (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now 
lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped 
his feet with her hair.) So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one 
you love is sick.” 

 

When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, 
it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” Now 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that 
Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, and then he 
said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 

 

“But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone 
you, and yet you are going back?” 

 

Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who 
walks in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 
It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no 
light.” 

 

After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.” 

 

His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” Jesus had 
been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural 
sleep. 

 

So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am 
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 



 

Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, 
“Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

 

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
for four days. Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 
and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the 
loss of their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

 

“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever 
you ask.” 

 

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

 

Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the 
last day.” 

 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who 
believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by 
believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

 

“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, who is to come into the world.” 

 

After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. 
“The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” When Mary 
heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet 
entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met 
him. When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting 



her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, 
supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. 

 

When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at 
his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.” 

 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with 
her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. “Where 
have you laid him?” he asked. 

 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 

 

Jesus wept. 

 

Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 

 

But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have kept this man from dying?” 

 

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a 
stone laid across the entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said. 

 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there 
is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” 

 

Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the 
glory of God?” 

 



So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I 
thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but 
I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may 
believe that you sent me.” 

 

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of 
linen, and a cloth around his face. 

 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

C23 Jesus talks about his betrayal and the covenant 

Matthew 26:17-30 The Last Supper 

On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came 
to Jesus and asked, “Where do you want us to make preparations for 
you to eat the Passover?” 

 

He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher 
says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover 
with my disciples at your house.’” So the disciples did as Jesus had 
directed them and prepared the Passover. 

 

When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 
And while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will 
betray me.” 

 

They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely 
you don’t mean me, Lord?” 

 

Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me 
will betray me. The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. 



But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better 
for him if he had not been born.” 

 

Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t 
mean me, Rabbi?” 

 

Jesus answered, “You have said so.” 

 

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my body.” 

 

Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which 
is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not 
drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink 
it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

 

When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

C24 Jesus is betrayed and faces trial 

John 18:1-19:16 Betrayal and trial 

When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed 
the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his 
disciples went into it. 

 

Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often 
met there with his disciples. So Judas came to the garden, guiding a 
detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the 
Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. 



 

Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked 
them, “Who is it you want?” 

 

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. 

 

“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with 
them.) When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the 
ground. 

 

Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?” 

 

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said. 

 

Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then 
let these men go.” This happened so that the words he had spoken 
would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.” 

 

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s 
servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 

 

Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the 
cup the Father has given me?” 

 

Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish 
officials arrested Jesus. They bound him and brought him first to Annas, 
who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 
Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it would 
be good if one man died for the people. 



 

Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this 
disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high 
priest’s courtyard, but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other 
disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the 
servant girl on duty there and brought Peter in. 

 

“You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter. 

 

He replied, “I am not.” 

 

It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had 
made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming 
himself. 

 

Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his 
teaching. 

 

“I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in 
synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said 
nothing in secret. Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely 
they know what I said.” 

 

When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the face. 
“Is this the way you answer the high priest?” he demanded. 

 

“If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is wrong. 
But if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?” Then Annas sent him 
bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

 



Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So 
they asked him, “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?” 

 

He denied it, saying, “I am not.” 

 

One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter 
had cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” 
Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow. 

 

Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the 
Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial 
uncleanness they did not enter the palace, because they wanted to be 
able to eat the Passover. So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What 
charges are you bringing against this man?” 

 

“If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed 
him over to you.” 

 

Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” 

 

“But we have no right to execute anyone,” they objected. This took 
place to fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going 
to die. 

 

Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked 
him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 

 

“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about 
me?” 

 



“Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed 
you over to me. What is it you have done?” 

 

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants 
would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my 
kingdom is from another place.” 

 

“You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 

 

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born 
and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side 
of truth listens to me.” 

 

“What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the 
Jews gathered there and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. 
But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time 
of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?” 

 

They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas 
had taken part in an uprising. 

 

John 19:1-16 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers twisted 
together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a 
purple robe and went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of 
the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face. 

 

Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I 
am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a 
charge against him.” When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns 
and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” 



 

As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, 
“Crucify! Crucify!” 

 

But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no 
basis for a charge against him.” 

 

The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law 
he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.” 

 

When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, and he went back 
inside the palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but 
Jesus gave him no answer. “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. 
“Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” 

 

Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given 
to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is 
guilty of a greater sin.” 

 

From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept 
shouting, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone 
who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.” 

 

When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the 
judge’s seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic 
is Gabbatha). It was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about 
noon. 

 

“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. 

 



But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” 

 

“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. 

 

“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. 

 

Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. 

C25 Jesus is crucified 

Luke 23:32-56 The crucifixion 

Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be 
executed. When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified 
him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his 
left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 
are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

 

The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They 
said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the 
Chosen One.” 

 

The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine 
vinegar and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 

 

There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the 
jews. 

 

One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you 
the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 

 



But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, 
“since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for 
we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing 
wrong.” 

 

Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” 

 

Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” 

 

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon, for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, 
into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed 
his last. 

 

The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, 
“Surely this was a righteous man.” When all the people who had 
gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their 
breasts and went away. But all those who knew him, including the 
women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, 
watching these things. 

 

Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good 
and upright man, who had not consented to their decision and action. 
He came from the Judean town of Arimathea, and he himself was 
waiting for the kingdom of God. Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ 
body. Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a 
tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid. It was 
Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin. 

 



The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and 
saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. Then they went home 
and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in 
obedience to the commandment. 

C26 Jesus is resurrected 

Luke 24:1-35 The ressurection 

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took 
the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not 
find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, 
suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside 
them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the 
ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living 
among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told 
you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be 
delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day 
be raised again.’ ” Then they remembered his words. 

 

When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the 
Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 
mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the 
apostles. But they did not believe the women, because their words 
seemed to them like nonsense. Peter, however, got up and ran to the 
tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and 
he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. 

 

Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other 
about everything that had happened. As they talked and discussed 
these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along 
with them; but they were kept from recognizing him. 

 



He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 

 

They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, 
asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have happened there in these days?” 

 

“What things?” he asked. 

 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in 
word and deed before God and all the people. The chief priests and our 
rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified 
him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem 
Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. In 
addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early 
this morning but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they 
had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then some of our 
companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, 
but they did not see Jesus.” 

 

He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these 
things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures 
concerning himself. 

 

As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus 
continued on as if he were going farther. But they urged him strongly, 
“Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he 
went in to stay with them. 

 

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke 
it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they 



recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked each 
other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us 
on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

 

They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the 
Eleven and those with them, assembled together and saying, “It is true! 
The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” Then the two told what 
had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them 
when he broke the bread. 

C27 Jesus appears to the disciples and ascends to 
heaven 

Luke 24:36-53 The road to Emmaus 

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 

 

They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to 
them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 
Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost 
does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 

 

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while 
they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked 
them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of 
broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence. 

 

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: 
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 
Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

 



Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 
He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise 
from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my 
Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed 
with power from on high.” 

 

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his 
hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them and 
was taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped him and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, 
praising God. 

C28 Enter into the Kingdom of God 

John 3:1-21 Nicodemus 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a 
member of the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For 
no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 

 

Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 
unless they are born again.” 

 

“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. 
“Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to 
be born!” 

 

Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of 
God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to 
flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at 



my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it 
pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 

 

“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

 

“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these 
things? Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify 
to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 
I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then 
will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. Just 
as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must 
be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 

 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God 
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they 
have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. This is the 
verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness 
instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil 
hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds 
will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so 
that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in 
the sight of God. 
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